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Welcome to the Notte Bianca Programme 
and Information Guide containing all the 
information you need to guide you through 
a great evening in our Capital City, Valletta. 
Choose from the hundreds of shows, 
exhibitions, sights and other events on offer.
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WELCOME TO NOTTE BIANCA 
Valletta is like Mona Lisa’s mystic smile, with layers of secrets that 
attract you even more to it. Valletta is like an enchanting treasure 
hunt. The more you visit, the more you discover and uncover its 
hidden gems.

That is why Valletta never ceases to amaze people. It is an open 
museum, it is an open theatre, with different overtones during 
the day and night. And that is why it is very opportune to have 
events like the Notte Bianca - Lejl Imdawwal taking place in our 
City. These events bring out the true theatricality of the city – they 
enliven it even more. 

Notte Bianca – Lejl Imdawwal is in its seventh edition. Seven years 
of producing a yearly magical event in our city, running late into the 
night, where people of all ages amalgamate to become part of the 
magical atmosphere.  

Over 60 venues with a myriad of activities to choose from – some 
new and exciting ones like the ‘Science in the City’ events, from 
theatre performances to music and exhibitions related to Science, 
and diffused around Valletta.

Enjoy the splendour of our City whilst enjoying the journey into this 
year’s edition of Notte Bianca.

Mario de Marco
Parliamentary Secretary for Tourism, the Environment and Culture 
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Slap bracelets                                       1.00
Glow Sticks  1.00
Glow Necklaces (2 pcs) 1.00
Newspaper Recycled pencils (6 pcs) 2.00
Travel Mugs 4.00
Drawstring Bags 1.00
Ball point Pens  1.00

Umbrellas 4.00
Baseball Caps 4.00
Luminous Lanyards 2.00
PVC LED Keycovers 3.00
Plated Deluxe Keychains 3.00
LED Flashing Button Badge 2.00
Bag Hanger 4.00

LED Flashing Lapel Pins 3.00
Hood Lanyards 4.00
Magnifying Cards 1.00
Polo Shirts 7.00
T-Shirts 5.00
Cupsleeves 5.00
Hood Zip-Ups 15.00

Take your memories of Notte Bianca 2012 home with you, thanks to our wide selection of Limited-Edition merchandise and souvenirs, 
including mugs, umbrellas and pens. Don't miss out ! All gifts can be purchased from any of the Notte Bianca Information stands
 

Official Merchandise Price List (all prices in € inclusive of VAT)

MERCHANDISE 
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FOREWORD | CHAIRMAN
Notte Bianca is undoubtedly Malta’s busiest night as far as 
art and culture goes – a jam-packed night with over a hundred 
events, performances and cultural opportunities to choose from. 
Local artists and craftsmen look forward to this unique annual 
appointment when they can showcase their talents; cultural 
venues open their doors to a bewildered new audience. 

Every year, locals and foreigners alike, fl ock to the Capital City 
for a new experience. Many children have their fi rst taste of the 
fascinating world of art on this night. Some will have their 
fi rst taste of a classical music concert, a historical re-enactment 
or an art exhibition. There is something for everyone at 
Notte Bianca. 

Valletta is an evolving city and Notte Bianca is an opportunity to 
follow the transformation that has been taking place over the past 
year. Visitors will be able to view the new city entrance area taking 
shape, the new venues that have opened in town and experience 
the thrill of a vibrant city at its best. 

We have often been told that this is how Valletta should be each 
and every night of the year, and this is the dream of all those who 
are becoming involved in the process leading up to Malta’s bid to 
become the European Capital of Culture in 2018. Notte Bianca is 
proof that the city, and indeed our other towns and villages, have 
the potential to make the Maltese Islands a unique 
cultural destination. 

Notte Bianca owes its success to the hundreds of artists who 
contribute their talents to the various activities, and hundreds of 
other people involved in the fi elds of Culture and the Arts. Our 
heartfelt thanks goes to all those who will bring the night of 29 
September to life.

We invite you to come and celebrate all that makes up Maltese 
culture and witness the living arts in our wonderful capital city.

Adrian Mamo
Chairman – Malta Council for Culture and the Arts
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5 years ago  we embarked on an adventure to create and evolve 
an event which had staked its pace in Malta two years previously. 
The event Notte Bianca has for the past 7 years changed 
drastically and I hope that our input was one which created 
spaces and opportunities. 

For me Notte Bianca has always been about space: metaphorically 
and physically. The thousands of people that have participated over 
these years not only as performers but also as crew and visitors 
have in themselves become a community of “notte bianchisti!”

We look forward to this national event, an event which has in more 
ways then one become uniquely maltese. No other “white night” 
involves so much in so little. I for one am grateful to the Valletta 
community and even though we differ in our football aspirations; 
we have a common passion for life, culture and colour. 

This will be my last Notte Bianca for now… I hope that we have 
given you some wonderful memories, inspired you to start doing 
something, and engaged you in all our events. 

This year in particular we would like you to take a piece of Notte 
Bianca with you home… a thought, a desire and wish that will 
help you live better, think better.

Thank you to all those who were an essential part of this 5 
year journey.

Peter Busuttil
Artistic Director

FOREWORD | ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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MALTA COUNCIL FOR CULTURE & THE ARTS (MCCA) | WWW.MALTACULTURE.COM
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As Malta’s most hallowed theatre, no artistic night in the capital 
would be complete without entertainment provided on the stage 
of the Manoel Theatre. During Notte Bianca the Manoel will open 
its doors wide to the public with a special one-night only variety of 
theatre and music 

Dutch pianist Mike del Ferro will be giving no less than three 
musical sets during the night. As a highly sought-after composer, 
pianist and arranger who writes and performs in an impressive 
array of musical genres, He will be performing a versatile 
programme of his own compositions inspired by operatic themes, 
jazz standards and other favorites. 

He has managed to combine elements of the revered canons 
of Western music interspersed with the audacity of Jazz 
improvisation, and paying tribute to the ancient structures of Asian, 
South American and African traditional music.

The Manoel Theatre will also be presenting a tribute drama 
performance Il-Jien u lil hinn Minnu, which is a dramatisation of 
the poem of the same by the much-loved Maltese poet, writer and 
ecclesiastical fi gure Dun Karm Psaila. Il-Jien u lil hinn Minnu is 
considered to be a piece of literary work that sets Dun Karm apart 
in the local literary scene. The poem was written between 1936 
and 1937, and therefore 2012 marks the 75th anniversary of this 
Maltese poetic milestone. This theatre performance is under the 
direction of Josette Ciappara, and features the acting talents of 
Anthony Ellulu, Stefan Farrugia, Rosita Lautier, Rebecca Bezzina, 
Angele Cristina and Lenia Gatt. 

Finally the Manoel will be staging a reproduction of the most 
memorable musical showdown in history: Mozart vs. Salieri. 
Following its success in the UK earlier this year under the artistic & 
musical direction of Ian Peter Bugeja, this opera double-bill makes 
an appearance at Teatru Manoel for this year's Notte Bianca.

Start times:
7pm - 7.30pm Mike del Ferro
7.45pm - 8.15pm Il Jien u lil Hinn Minnu
8.30pm - 9pm Prima la musica e poi le parole (Salieri)
9.15pm - 9.45pm Der Schauspieldirektor (Mozart)
10pm - 10.30pm Mike del Ferro
10.45pm - 11.15pm Il Jien u lil Hinn Minnu
11.30pm - 12am Prima la musica e poi le parole (Salieri)
12.15am - 12.45am Der Schauspieldirektor (Mozart)
1am - 1.30am Mike del Ferro
1.45am - 2.15am Il Jien u lil Hinn Minnu

THE MANOEL THEATRE | WWW.TEATRUMANOEL.COM.MT

28
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“In my view, art is a human quest into the unknown.” 
- Ïlhan Koman

The Hulda Festival is an innovative platform that aims to build 
bridges between sciences, arts and daily life. The project takes its 
name from M/S Hulda, a two-mast Baltic schooner built in 1905 at 
Sjötorp shipyard in Sweden, acquired in 1965 by Turkish-Swedish 
artist Ïlhan Koman, who lived there with his family until his 
death in 1986. The schooner is classifi ed as a Swedish historical 
monument, and was recently renovated and converted into a 
sailing cultural centre, starting its journey from Sweden to the 
Mediterranean. In August of this year, Hulda set sail for its second 
journey around the Mediterranean Sea, heading to Valletta after 

Fethiye, Turkey and Amfi lochia, Greece. In her second journey M/S 
Hulda is hosting artists, musicians and writers from the European 
countries and Turkey.While an exhibition showing the works of 
the resident artists are presented on Hulda, artistic workshops 
related to issues addressing daily life are organized for the public, 
inviting the participants to create works drawing inspiration and 
materials from their natural and urban environment and to discuss 
their expectations from cultural institutions and events. In a rapidly 
transforming reality, the participants are prompted to renegotiate 
their notions of artistic activities and art itself, making the most 
of their personal experiences. Notte Bianca patrons are invited 
to come aboard and let their imaginations sail the seas of multi-
cultural art pieces and ideas.

THE HULDA FESTIVAL | WWW.HULDAFESTIVAL.ORG
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GUIDED TOURS | DELVE A LITTLE DEEPER...
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SCIENCE IN THE CITY | WWW.SCIENCEINTHECITY.ORG.MT
Imagine passing by the National Library in Valletta and seeing a 
giant brain hanging in between its arches. Imagine watching fi ve-
foot tall fruit fl ies sitting on benches, sipping coffee, or playing 
the guitar. Imagine an old Maltese bus built as a circle. If you ever 
thought science was boring then get ready for Science in the City 
to change your mind. 

Running from the 28th of September till the 28th of October, 
Science in the City is a festival placing researchers on centre stage 
by fi lling Valletta with science-inspired art, music, theatre, dance 
and installations. During Notte Bianca, Science in the City will be 
presenting a host of weird and wonderful events. 

St. James Cavalier there will be showing a science and art exhibition 
called Why?, which sees local scientists and artist collaborating 
on an interactive exhibit aimed for families. The cinema room will 
be screening extracts of Isabella Rossellini’s critically acclaimed 
and provocative online series Green Porno. The series features 
Rossellini as she acts out the reproductive habits of marine animals 
and insects, scientifi cally accurate yet extremely entertaining.  

The St James theatre will run plays including the acclaimed QED, 
a play about a day in the life of the eccentric Nobel Prize winner 
Richard Feynman. This scientist wrote several novels, took part in 
the Manhattan project, and died of cancer in 1988, aged sixty-nine. 
And if you thought that was all, well there is also a kid’s area, a 
fi lm festival, science cafes, and more.  

The upper part of Merchant’s Street will house a SciBar; a science 
themed bar with music that will give patrons a unique opportunity 
to eat and drink whilst being surrounded by giant fruit fl ies. 

Furthermore there will be crazy and insightful science related 
events happening at the Auberge d’Italie, Palazzo Parisio, Strait 
Street, and St. George’s Square. 

Raphael Vella’s sculpture ‘Cortex’ 
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MITHRAS SWORD FIGHTING, FIRE SHOWS AND MILITARY & HOSPITALIER OF ST LAZARUS

During Notte Bianca the streets of Valletta are fl ooded by 
musicians, actors, dancers and a horde of other artistic souls who 
will be lighting-up pockets of the city with their unique talents, 
skills and traditions. 

The Mithras Sword Club will be giving displays and demonstrations 
of Historical Fencing. The methods and principles used by Mithras 
are the traditional techniques of single combat that are used 
for self-defence or in the context of a duel. This is a unique 
opportunity to acquaint yourself with a time-honoured sport that is 
still as exciting and thrilling as it ever was.  

Watch out for the daring and skilful Fire Dragon performers who 
will be setting the city ablaze with their fi ery antics. They will be 
showcasing their fi re juggling, spinning and twirling skills, as well 
as body burning and other light-based performances. Just make 
sure you don’t get too close. 

Other groups and societies, such as the Military & Hospitallier of 
St Lazarus, will also be present during the night and will happy to 
talk to patrons and introduce them to the principles and functions 
of their associations. 
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MALTESE FOLK MUSIC & DANCE | RETURNING TO OUR ROOTS
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MALTA ARTISAN FAIR | WWW.MALTAARTISANMARKETS.COM
Fed up of shopping for the same old products on the same 
old shelves? Or are you after some genuine locally produces 
preserves? Support you local artisans and crafts people by 
purchasng their innovative products from the Malta Artisan Fair 
in front of the Stock Exchange next to Upper Barrakka Gardens 
during Notte Bianca. This Artisan Fair is all set to offer a magical 
market place experience with beautiful local innovative arts and 
crafts products, and fresh artisan foods and produce sold directly 
from the artist and producer. The Artisan Fair is the perfect place 
to meet up with family and friends at this family-friendly event 
with children's creative activities and with live entertainment by 
roaming musicians all the night long.

Launched in May 2011 in Vittoriosa, Maltese Artisan Fairs has 
since taken place six times in beautiful historic settings in Malta 
including Senglea, Kalkara, the Christmas Market at the Phoenicia 
Hotel and now in Malta’s capital city Valletta. Organised by 
The Defi nitive(ly) Good Guide Co and the Malta Baby and Kids 
directory, the Fair’s aim is to promote high quality local arts and 
crafts, and good quality food products. The markets have been 
warmly welcomed on the local scene and have given locals and 
visitors to Malta the opportunity to buy locally produced, fresh, 
high quality, affordable products direct from carefully selected food 
producers, artists and craftspeople. Find out more about the Malta 
Artisan Markets, including the latest news and information about 
upcoming events throughout the year, at 
www.maltaartisanmarkets.com
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V.18 - DARE TO DREAM | WWW.VALLETTA2018.ORG
2012 marks an important step in the candidacy bid for Valletta to 
become European Capital of Culture (ECoC) 2018. The offi cial fi rst 
stage submission of the V.18 bid put forward last October by the 
Valletta 2018 Foundation – the body driving Malta’s EU cultural 
capital process - was green lit by the EU pre-selection panel. 
Started in 1985, the ECoC initiative has become one of the most 
prestigious and high profi le cultural events in Europe.  It is a large-
scale cultural programme that is specifi cally designed for a year, 
and also allows the cities involved to formulate a positive legacy 
for its city and citizens. 

Each year, cities chosen as ECoCs provide living proof of the 
richness and diversity of European cultures.  More than 40 cities 
have been designated ECoCs so far, from Stockholm to Genoa, 
Athens to Glasgow, and Krakówto Porto, and 2018 could be 
Valletta’s chance to shine.  

Over the coming months and years the Foundation will put forward 
its fi nalised bid and begin to fashion the Valletta 2018 vision into 
a reality by crystallising its wide-ranging project ideas that will 
wholly transform the local cultural landscape. The Foundation 
will also be inviting you to imagine what V.18 can do for you, and 
realise the full potential and signifi cance the ECoC title could have 
for our city and future. 

You are welcome to put forward your ideas and get involved by 
contacting the Foundation through www.valletta2018.org
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OPEN THEATRE | A NEW PERFORMANCE SPACE IS BEING BORN

Its birthplace is on the remains of what used to be an important 
theatrical European hub in Malta’s capital – the Royal Opera 
House. The ‘piazza’ concept of this new space is envisaged 
to become one of the most important open-air venues in the 
Mediterranean region for the production of all aspects of the 
performing arts. It is the poetic vision of Renzo Piano’s architectural 
genius of how to create a versatile platform to accommodate local 
and international performers and, at the same time, offer up the 
space for the general public to enjoy.

The Open Theatre is equipped with cutting-edge technology that 
guarantees the highest audio-visual, acoustic and staging quality, 
designed to enhance versatility and international artistic standards.
When formal staging is not happening, the space becomes an open 
piazza for the public. This is where a scenario featuring bubbly 
street theatre and public participation is envisaged to explode 
into popular celebration and typical vibrant Mediterranean merry-
making – daily ‘happenings’ in one of what is being targeted to 
become one of Europe’s most exciting open-air spaces.

36
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